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artists, representatives of the
United Breast Cancer Foundation,
and members of the 47th Street
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24th for a dramatic ribbon
cutting ceremony.
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LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends,
The afterglow of an exciting ribbon cutting celebration is fading,
but the art display it celebrated is still here for all to see. It is very
gratifying watching passersby, at all times, lined up at the windows
enjoying the view. Not to pick favorites, but the shark really gets me
every time. Meanwhile, on the other side of Gotham, many New York
business owners were stunned when the transformative deal that
would bring an Amazon headquarters to Long Island City went kaput.
Few would dispute that Amazon’s reason to cut and run was a
growing opposition to specifics of the deal. Amid all the finger pointing
of who’s at fault, we are pointedly remaining out of the debate, rather
to seek the lesson to learn from this episode.
The lesson was easy to find. The idea that “Perception is Reality”
proves true in more ways these days than anyone may have imagined
a few years ago. Those opposed to the Amazon deal succeeded by
cementing the perception in the public mind’s eye that $3 billion in
tax breaks NYS and NYC offered Amazon was equivalent to handing
over a vast paper bag filled with piles of taxpayer-funded cash.
The visual is compelling, although those who understand tax incentives know it’s a vast simplification. But perception
won the day, and for New Yorkers, Amazon will now forever be the one that got away.
The Diamond District is disproportionately subject to the whims of perception. Styles come and go, tastes change,
and sensibilities shift. Millennials and Baby Boomers have vastly different perceptions about marriage, careers, and
where to spend money. A report from The Wedding Report this month signaled softening sales for engagement rings;
presumably due to the belief that fewer Millennials are getting engaged.
Then again, with all the worries about synthetic diamonds, a study discussed in depth by several industry analysts
interviewed on a radio show produced by The Wharton School presents compelling reassurance that the engagement
ring persists as the single diamond purchase where going natural is sacrosanct. The challenge for us is to sense where
perceptions are taking our customers and getting there with the right message well before they arrive.
The perception for generations has been that the “Diamond District” is contained within 47th Street. This is
demonstrably inaccurate – today’s Diamond District extends far beyond the bounds of one block – which is a reality
that motivated our recent name change.
We have been the 47th Street BID since our official start in 1998. As of this month, we are now the Diamond
District Partnership. The new logo is already on the front cover of this month’s Diamond District Monthly. This is
good news that you will hear all about it in the months to come.

Warm regards,

Avi Fertig
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In the News

IN THE NEWS
Israel Discovers New Mineral: Rarer,
Harder (and more valuable?)
than Diamond

gemstones used in the making of jewelry, particularly
sapphire and ruby.
Although the mining company has recovered many
samples, to date, these finds have been limited to explorations in the Zevulun Valley, making it one of the rarest
minerals in the world.
Its beauty and apparent scarcity, the largest stone
discovered to date reached 33.3 carats, will likely make
it one of the world’s most expensive. Indeed, Daub has
already indicated that Shefa Yamim intends to market the
mineral as a gemstone for use in high-end jewelry.
SOURCES: Helen Flatley, www.thevintagenews.
com/2019/01/15/carmel-sapphire/
David Bressan of FORBES, www.forbes.com/sites/davidbressan/2019/01/14/carmeltazite-a-new-unique-gemstonefrom-israel/#18758619570a

Photo courtesy of Shefa Yamim

The days of claiming that diamonds are the world’s
hardest natural substance seem to be over following a
discovery by Israel-based miner, Shefa Yamim, which announced in January the discovery of a new mineral never
before excavated on Earth. The mineral was found during
an exploration of the Zevulun Valley near Mount Carmel in
northern Israel.
What makes the find particularly interesting is that
it resembles allendeite, a mineral previously seen on the
Allende meteorite that fell in Mexico in February of 1969.
The new discovery in Israel is the first time any naturally
occurring substance similar to allendeite has been found
on Earth. According to the CEO of Shefa Yamim Abraham Taub, the mineral had been named Carmeltazite for
the place where it was discovered and other minerals
within its structure: titanium, aluminum and zirconium.
For years scientists have been fine-tuning various lab
techniques to formulate a crop of “harder than diamond”
materials. Several attempts have met success, but the
goal of locating a natural substance, not one created
through a controlled laboratory process has been elusive.
This mineral was found embedded in cracks within
sapphire, which until now has been the second hardest
mineral, after diamond, found to occur naturally on earth.
Extensive density testing led to the conclusion that carmeltazite was even harder than diamond.
Carmeltazite is found in black, blue-green, or
orange-brown with metallic hues and resembles other
4

200-carat Stone is Alrosa’s Largest
Find in Over 2 Years

Photo courtesy of Alrosa

RAPAPORT News reports that Alrosa has unearthed
a rough stone weighing nearly 200 carats from its
Udachnaya pipe. According to an Alrosa spokesperson,
the 191.46-carat stone, which is white with a slight
yellowish tinge, is the miner’s largest find in more than
two years.
“Such large, gem-quality discoveries, weighing more
than 100 carats, confirm that there are many unique
precious minerals in the reserves of the Udachnaya
kimberlite pipe,” said Evgeny Agureev, director of
Alrosa’s United Selling Organization.
SOURCE: Rapaport News, Jan 29, 2019
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GIA Announces $2M in Scholarships:
Application Deadline is March 31st

“We hope that the abolition of the ICT and simplified
taxes will have a very positive effect on diamond-jewelry
sales in South Korea,” said bourse chairman, Nam ChangSoo. “I believe that we will see a big increase in sales of
polished diamonds and of diamond jewelry.”
Annual sales of polished diamonds in South Korea
amount to approximately $2.5 billion, while sales of diamond jewelry come to about $5 billion.
According to Chang-Soo, South Korean government
officials anticipate that the adjusted tax structure will
spur greater tax revenues by encouraging diamond importers to use official channels as opposed to the present
widespread use of illegal routes.
SOURCE: Rapaport News, Feb 6, 2019

The Gemological Institute of America (GIA) announced
plans in February to offer $2 million in scholarship funds
to students in its gemology and jewelry-manufacturing

“Lab-Grown” Diamond Is Only
Natural, says GIA

arts programs in 2019.
Students in distance-education course and lab classes
are equally eligible to apply for funding.
“Scholarships are a very important part of our mission-driven education programs, helping hundreds of students start or advance their careers in the global gem and
jewelry industry every year,” said GIA vice president and
chief academic officer Duncan Pay. “With scholarships,
professional credentials, career services and an alumni
network, GIA students are positioned for success.”
The GIA has awarded more than $10 million in scholarships over the past nine years. The application period will
run from February 1 to March 31.
SOURCE: Rapaport News, Jan 31, 2019

The 2.23-carat natural diamond submitted to the GIA as a synthetic.
Inset: The strain pattern visible in small areas of the stone. (Robison
McMurtry/Garrett McElhenny/GIA)

A client of the Gemological Institute of America (GIA)

South Korea Reduces Diamond Tax
The World Federation of Diamond Bourses (WFDB)
announced in early February that the government of
South Korea has agreed to a tax simplification plan that
would abolish its 26% individual consumption tax (ICT)
on the import of polished diamonds.
The new plan, which is the result of a five-year discussion with the Korea Diamond Exchange (KDE), will
replace the ICT with a 5% import tax and a 10%
value-added tax (VAT).
diamonddistrict.org

was pleasantly surprised to learn that a lab-grown stone
submitted for analysis was actually a natural diamond.
The GIA’s Carlsbad laboratory recently received
the round brilliant, 2.23-carat, D-color diamond, which
the customer had sent in for a synthetic-diamond
grading report.
“When a declared synthetic diamond is submitted to a
GIA laboratory, it is not often that the diamond turns out
to be natural,” GIA analytics technician Garrett McElhenny
and senior research scientist Sally Eaton-Magaña wrote in
Continued on page 10
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In the News

DIAMOND DISTRICT
SHINES BRIGHT ON
VALENTINE’S DAY
AT GOOD DAY
NEW YORK

Photo courtesy of Anthony Repetti
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The Diamond District took the spotlight during an
early morning Valentine’s Day appearance on the
Fox 5 morning show, Good Day New York. Steven
Grauer, chairman of the 47th Street Diamond District
BID, delighted hosts Rosanna Scotto and Lori Stokes
with a dazzling display of the best the Diamond
District has to offer.

Vol. 104 | March 2019

Industry Spotlight

A CRIME PREVENTION
TECHNOLOGY TAILOR-MADE
FOR THE DIAMOND &
JEWELRY TRADE
A cutting-edge crime-deterrent technology has arrived
in New York City. For nearly a decade, the DNA Intruder
Spray system from SelectaDNA has been helping Fortune
500s to mid-size and smaller companies in 47 countries,
including the US, combat high-value theft. Now, these theft
prevention benefits are available to NYC business owners.
The DNA Intruder Spray system uses forensic marking
science to prevent inventory losses, break-ins and smash and
grab robberies. Modern law enforcement increasingly relies
on the technology, which is an ideal solution for diamond
and jewelry businesses.
Robberies have gone down by 99% since the Bank of New
Zealand installed the DNA Intruder Spray system in over 200
branches. Most SelectaDNA clients report a decrease between 50% to 80% in crime and theft.
Recently installed at the Richard Mille flagship watch boutique in Manhattan, the system can work as a standalone loss
prevention resource or integrate seamlessly with traditional crime-fighting tools, such as burglar alarms and access control
and video monitoring systems, as well as security guards.
“Our proven technology helps businesses grow profit margins by reducing losses, with the added bonus of creating
safer environments for employees, clients and innocent bystanders,“ said Henrik Olsen, CEO of CSI Protect, the exclusive
distributor of the technology in North America.
The powerful crime deterrent effect of the DNA Intruder Spray system may even provide substantial savings on
fixed insurance costs. Criminals learn to stay away from businesses protected with the forensic tagging technology,
and target those that are not. Many European clients have received up to 50% in insurance premium discounts by
installing the system.
How does the DNA Intruder Spray system work? Designed for retail and wholesale operations, especially diamond and
jewelry industry, the system irrefutably links the perpetrator to the crime scene using unique forensic marking codes that
enable law enforcement accurately identify, apprehend and prosecute the criminal. The forensic codes also increase the
probable recovery of stolen merchandise.
The DNA Intruder Spray system can be activated in multiple ways, including panic buttons, money clips and live
remote video monitoring. The non-toxic forensic marker remains on criminals’ skin for four to six weeks, clothing two to
three months and hard surfaces for more than five years.
SelectaDNA offers a suite of forensic marking products to combat robbery, burglary and internal, external and
ORC theft. To learn more, visit www.SelectaDNA.us/DiamondDistrict, email Sales@CSIprotect.com or call 561-722-5645.

diamonddistrict.org
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Industry Trends

New Studies Show Decreasing
Demand for Engagement Rings
A new poll by The Wedding Report, a market-research
company, and reported by Rappaport News, shows a dip in the
number of US consumers who bought wedding-related jewelry
during 2018. These lower numbers include the number of engagement rings sold.
According to the poll, the proportion of engagement ring
purchased by soon-to-be wed couples fell to 87% in 2018, a 1.1%
decline from the previous year. According to survey, demand
for women’s wedding bands also declined, with 86% buying
them, down 2.3% year on year.
The amount couples spent to purchase an engagement ring also decreased an average of 0.4% to $3,388, and the
average purchase price for women’s wedding bands slipped 0.9% to $775.
“The bad news is that couples are not spending more despite a relatively good economy,” The Wedding Report noted.
“It’s the [reduced] demand for traditional wedding expenditures that is driving the lower overall spending.”
Curiously, while most categories for wedding-related purchases show weakening demand, the one strong spot is the
amount couples paid for wedding venues, food and other expenditures directly related to the event. These increases lend
support to the expanding body of research that show Millennials are willing to invest more in their “wedding experiences”
than for traditional nuptial expenditures as favored by generations past.
SOURCE: The Wedding Report; Rapaport News, Feb 13, 2019

Are Real Diamonds Still
A Girl’s Best Friend?
Love may spring eternal, but for Americans, the one
official day to celebrate love comes each year on the 14th
of February: Valentine’s Day. According to the National
Retail Federation, there’s only one true love on Valentine’s
Day and that comes from the nation’s retailers, who heart
their sweetheart deal of nearly $21 billion on romance-related
purchases. The biggest chunk of that retail rock is the $3.9
billion Americans spend on jewelry, especially diamonds.
Most diamond buyers these days have some familiarity
with the four Cs — cut, color, clarity and carat weight — the
standardized diamond rating categories developed by the
Gemological Institute of America (GIA) used for decades. Millennials are upending this convention by including an “O”
for Origin to their list of desired diamond characteristics.
This interest isn’t limited to inquiries about conflict diamonds, rather it extends to concerns about inadvertently
purchasing “lab grown” or “synthetic diamonds that resemble natural diamonds in most ways, excluding the millions
of years of natural development unique to a natural diamond. Millennials, who one study after another seek purchases
that go beyond the possession, to include the story and experiences associated with what they buy.
The Wharton School’s daily radio show, The Knowledge@Wharton, broadcasted on SiriusXM, recently featured a
panel discussion of three diamond industry experts about upcoming trends in the diamond industry, including why
“A majority of consumers still like the feel of real.”
The entire program is fascinating and can be found online at: http: //knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/ethical-diamonds/
8
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GIA Sheds Light on De Beers’ Synthetics
Is the experience of buying a synthetic diamond a stab in the dark? The
Gemological Institute of America (GIA) seemed to think so after examining two
white lab-grown diamonds from De Beers’ Lightbox brand. Lightbox doesn’t offer
grading reports for its products and hadn’t previously publicized their specific
quality characteristics.
The GIA obtained the 0.24-carat and 0.26-carat polished stones from a
“third-party vendor,” according to Sally Eaton-Magaña, a senior research scientist
at GIA in Carlsbad, who published her findings in the Winter 2018 issue of the
institute’s quarterly journal, Gems & Gemology.
TBD The 0.26-carat lab-grown Lightbox
diamond (left), and as seen through DiamondView imaging technology, with the inscription
visible (right). (Robison McMurtry/Sally
Eaton-Magaña/GIA)

It is crucial to understand the fundamental changes the growing presence
of synthetic diamonds is causing within the retail diamond sector, specifically
to long established norms for diamond classification.

To learn more, please visit: www.diamonds.net/News/NewsItem.aspx?ArticleID=63345&ArticleTitle=GIA+Sheds+Light+on+De+Beers’+Synthetics

Technologies Changing the Diamond Industry
Are Amazing and Sometimes Unwelcome
The names of the many new technologies sweeping sector after sector of the
US economy may sound foreign to many Americans today. But as business and
American workers grow more familiar with Artificial Intelligence (AI), Augmented
Reality (AR), and Machine Learning (ML), there are many who resist what they
see as the unwelcome encroachment of technology on their personal and
professional space.
Some sectors of the economy have been more welcoming. As more jewelers
move their businesses online, more widespread adoption of these sophisticated
technologies are inevitable. Some of the benefits of the resulting changes are immediately clear, while others are not.
Find out how these new technologies are changing the diamond industry by visiting: www.knowtechie.com/ai-and-augmented-reality-are-changing-the-diamond-industry-in-amazing-ways/

IGDA: Lab-Grown Diamonds Poised for Growth
Rappaport News reported this month about a report from the International
Grown Diamond Association (IGDA) indicates that a growing awareness among
US consumers about lab-grown-diamonds sector is starting to affect the existing
market for engagement rings.

The inside of a plasma reactor that generates
heat to grow diamonds at a Diamond Foundry
facility (Photo courtesy of Diamond Foundry)

“Over the last two years, the anecdotal feedback from IGDA members has
been that the bridal category is where they’ve had most success,” said Richard
Garard, secretary-general of IGDA, which commissioned MVI Marketing to do
the research. “The extensive survey conducted by MVI confirms this as well as
corresponding consumer attitudes toward lab-grown diamonds, indicating the
significance of the opportunity in bridal.”

However, The Diamond Producers Association (DPA), a group set up by the
major mining companies to promote the natural mined product, disputes the IGDA report, saying it conflicts with its
own research.
Get both sides of the story at: www.diamonds.net/News/NewsItem.aspx?ArticleID=63353&ArticleTitle=IGDA%3A+Lab-Grown+Diamonds+Poised+for+Growth

diamonddistrict.org
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Continued from page 5
the Winter 2018 edition of Gems & Gemology, the institute’s
quarterly scientific journal.

Gem Researcher, Dr. James Shigley,
Awarded GIA’s Highest Honor

According to McElhenny and Eaton-Magaña, the customer believed the stone to be synthetic based on the
findings of a previously conducted examination. The case
proves there can be exceptions to the general guidelines
for distinguishing between natural and lab-grown diamonds, the authors added. “In this case, the correction
worked to the client’s advantage,” they observed.

GIA Adds Alexandrite to Colored
Stone Identification & Origin Reports
The Gemological Institute of America (GIA) now offers
origin reporting for alexandrite, adding it to Colored Stone
Identification & Origin Report services for ruby, sapphire,
emerald, Paraíba tourmaline and red spinel.
“Offering an alexandrite Identification & Origin Report
continues GIA’s mission to bring our research-based laboratory services to our clients,” said Shane McClure, global
director of colored stone services. “This service ultimately
benefits the gem and jewelry-buying public by providing
reliable reports.”
The GIA Identification & Origin Report describes whether the stone is natural or laboratory-grown, identifies the
type of gemstone, includes any detectable treatments and
offers a research-based opinion on the geographic origin of
the stone. The report also contains a detailed description of
the gemstone including cut, shape, weight, measurement
and color, with a photograph of the gemstone.
GIA also announced that their Retailer Support
Program (RSP) – a resource for retailers to help sales staff
educate consumers about diamonds, colored stones and
pearls, the 4Cs of diamond quality and GIA reports – will
soon be offering additional colored stone materials. Beginning in February, retailers have access to gemstone counter
displays, a birthstone flipchart and brochures about sapphire and ruby. Following soon after will be a brochure on
how to understand GIA colored stone reports.
For information about the RSP visit Retailer.gia.edu/EN-US/
about-gia-rsp.htm.
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Dr. James Shigley and past recipients of the Richard T. Liddicoat Award
for Distinguished Achievement at GIA’s holiday party in December.
From Left, John Koivula, analytical microscopist; Kathryn Kimmel,
senior vice president and chief marketing officer; Dr. James Shigley, GIA
distinguished research fellow; and Tom Moses, executive vice president
and chief laboratory and research officer.

CARLSBAD, Calif. – Jan. 8, 2019 – GIA (Gemological Institute of America) bestowed its highest honor, the
Richard T. Liddicoat Award for Distinguished Achievement,
on Dr. James E. Shigley, GIA distinguished research fellow,
for his many contributions to gemological research and
the Institute’s mission. The award, named in honor of GIA’s
second president Richard T. Liddicoat, recognizes those
who demonstrate extraordinary commitment to furthering
the Institute’s mission.
In his more than 30 years at GIA, Dr. Shigley has been
widely recognized as the face and voice of GIA research.
Representing the Institute around the world, he has lectured and published extensively on diamonds, colored
stones and gem identification. His work solidified the Institute’s reputation for groundbreaking research.
“Mr. Liddicoat believed deeply that GIA should have a
strong research department, and thanks to Dr. Shigley’s
work – from the very inception of his career – this vision is
fulfilled,” said Tom Moses, GIA executive vice president of
laboratory and research. “Dr. Shigley’s selfless sharing of
knowledge leaves a lasting legacy, not only for GIA but for
the gem and jewelry industry.”
The Richard T. Liddicoat Award for Distinguished
Achievement has only been given to 13 people since it
started in 1994.
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Crime Report

IDE: Diamond Theft Gang
Apprehended at the Israel-Egypt Border
A gang of nine South American thieves were arrested at
the Israel- Egypt border just hours after brazenly snatching a
suitcase containing tens of thousands of dollars. The theft took
place during the International Diamond Week at the Israel
Diamond Exchange (IDE). The suitcase was stored beneath a
chair on the IDE trading floor.
IDE’s security system detected the disappearance of a
diamond case at IDWI, and within minutes details and CCTV
Image from footage of alleged IDE thief snatching a suitcase of
diamonds” (Kan-YouTube)

footage which contained images of the theft and their
perpetrators were transferred to the police.

IDE President Yoram Dvash said, “The rapid arrest of the suspects was facilitated by our immediate cooperation with
the Israel Police and security forces. The security system of the Israel Diamond Exchange is one of the best in the world.
We will continue to do everything necessary to maintain the security and property of IDE members and buyers within
the diamond complex.”
The stolen diamonds have since been returned to their owner.
SOURCE: IDEX Online (www.idexonline.com/FullArticle?Id=44533)

Excavating Antwerp Burglars Baffle Bankers and Depositors
The alarm at the BNP Paribas Fortis Antwerp bank branch located in the Antwerp diamond quarter, sounded early
on a Sunday afternoon when bank personnel discovered the vault room had been looted.
The looters were a brazen band of burglars who tunneled over 1300 feet (400 metres) from a building across the street
from the bank into a sewage pipe that led into the bank. The thieves hit pay dirt by digging a second tunnel between the
sewer pipe and the vault room.
Between twenty to thirty safes were broken into. Three suspects have been arrested, though one has been released,
although there is so far no official word on the extent of the loss.
The robbed bank is close to Antwerp’s famous diamond quarter, where over $100 million in jewels were stolen from a
vault in the so-called ‘heist of the century’ in February 2003.
SOURCE: The Brussels Times

$1 Million Loss in Queens Jewelry Store Break-in
In an early morning burglary at a retail jewelry store in Corona, Queens, a burglar entered the store after cutting a hole
through the roof of the building before disabling the alarm and surveillance equipment. The burglar, who police believe
spent nearly four hours in the store, stole an estimated $1 million worth of jewelry and diamond merchandise.
www.nyjcan.com
Continued on page 19
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Diamond District
Partnership News

RIBBON
CUTTING
CEREMONY
CELEBRATES
DIAMOND
DISTRICT
ART DISPLAY
Diamond District merchants, elected officials,
ChaShaMa artists, representatives of the United Breast
Cancer Foundation, and members of the 47th Street BID
joined together on January 24th for a dramatic ribbon
cutting ceremony to celebrate the new window art exhibit
at 10 W. 47th Street.
Special guests included ChaShaMa founder, Anita Durst,
Assembly Member Dick Gottfried, representatives for Mayor
Bill de Blasio (Pinny Ringel), Manhattan Borough President
Gale Brewer (Matthew Washington), NYC Council Member
Keith Powers (Abigail Bessler), and ChaShaMa artists Ann
Tarantino, Jisook Kim, Alicia Degener, and members of the
Lower East Side Girls Club. After the ceremony, guests
headed across the street to 580 Fifth Avenue for a
celebratory reception.
All photos: Patrick Nugent, Camera-1, NYC
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Diamond District
Partnership News

UBCF & DIAMOND DISTRICT
PARTNERSHIP WORKING
TOGETHER FOR ALL
PEOPLE IMPACTED BY
BREAST CANCER
United Breast Cancer Foundation (UBCF), a national nonprofit headquartered in New York
is proud of its new partnership with 47th Streets, Diamond District Partnership to raise awareness
and funds in support of UBCF’s mission: to make a positive impact on the lives of people affected
by breast cancer.
Through this collaboration, the two organizations are merging community and commercial ventures
to truly improve people’s lives locally and across the country. In January, UBCF partially sponsored a
new art installation in the display windows of a vacant building on 47th Street in the Diamond district.
This art display was officially presented to the public at a formal ribbon cutting ceremony in the
Diamond District on January 24th, 2019. The Diamond District Partnership is presently working
with UBCF on future fundraising ideas.
UBCF offers seven patient and family programs that range from education and early detection
screening services to financial support, complimentary & holistic care, breast reconstruction, and
college tuition assistance. Additionally, UBCF hosts Pink Bag Events® providing high-quality donated
items such as Tempur-Pedic® mattresses, clothing and self-care products. UBCF’s services are
family-centric, supporting patients and family members throughout the breast cancer journey;
from screening and diagnosis, to treatment, recovery and beyond.
Every contribution to UBCF makes a difference to the person who receives that gift. Here are
but a few examples of the deep gratitude we receive for the help our supporters enable us to provide:
“Thank you soooo much for un-ending efforts to support women who have been so traumatized
by the dramatic toil and energy it takes to survive breast cancer. Please continue your good work.
God will bless you!” – R.M.
“I can’t tell you how thankful I am to UBCF for the help with my cancer screening. It was so nice
to know that someone actually cared enough to help. You are an amazing group and the work you do
helps so many. Thank you for being a part of my life. Sincerely, Shawna”
UBCF never denies services to anyone regardless of age, race, gender, ethnicity, income or medical
insurance coverage. Anyone in need of breast health services may call toll-free, 877-822-4287, or visit
us online at please visit ubcf.org. Tax-deductible contributions may be made towards UBCF’s programs.
UBCF accepts vehicle and property donations as well. Combined Federal Campaign #77934

UBCF.org | Instagram.com/IHeartUBCF | Facebook.com/TeamUBCF | Twitter.com/UBCF
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DISTRICT MONTHLY

Sign Up for the Fastest Way to Get
the Latest Diamond District News
The latest edition of the Diamond District Monthly
appears in news boxes up and down 47th Street on
the first of every month. Now is your chance to bring
it even closer!
Send your email address to signup@diamonddistrict.org
and we’ll send a link to the latest edition straight to
your email box as soon as it appears on the street.

DOWNLOAD OUR PRECIOUS
METAL PRICES APP
• Pay-Outs Of Up To 99%*
• Same Day Settlements & Wire Transfers
• One-stop shop for your precious metal needs

*Pay-outs of up to 98.5% when hand testing and up to 99% on melts.

ON-SITE IN THE DIAMOND
DISTRICT. COME WATCH!
Reputable Metal Refiner Since 1985
diamonddistrict.org

One of the only precious metal reﬁners
in NYC with our own branded bars!
45 W 47th Street, New York, NY 10036
Call 212-398-1454 for a quote.

www.mgsreﬁning.com
17

Every Women® is Unique.
So are UBCF’s programs.
Tailored just for you.

ubcf.org | 1.877.822.4287

Study Gems at GIA
Nights or Saturdays

Fit your gemological education into your busy schedule with
night and Saturday lab classes at GIA in New York.
Diamond Grading
Mar 30-Apr 27 (Sat)
Aug 5-20 (Night)
Colored Stone Grading
Jun 10-18 (Night)
Oct 12-26 (Sat)
Oct 28-Nov 5 (Night)

Gem Identification
Apr 29-May 14 (Night)
Jul 13-Aug 10 (Sat)
Sep 23-Oct 8 (Night)

Enroll online at GIA.edu
A branch of GIA’s
campus in Carlsbad.
Licensed by the New
York State Education
Department.

Gemological Institute of America, Inc.
50 W 47th Street, 8th Floor
New York, NY 10036
T +1 800 366 8519 T +1 212 944 5900
F +1 212 719 9563
E nyadmissions@gia.edu
GIA.edu

GIA® and Gemological Institute of America® are registered trademarks of Gemological Institute of America, Inc.
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Armed Robbers Swipe $50,000
in Jewels in Midtown Hotel Heist

EVENTS

Two men wearing
gray hooded jackets
entered Maurice
Fine Jewelry in the
Plaza Hotel at 157 W.
57th St. at around
5:25 p.m. on Thursday, January 31st.
According to police,
one pointed a gun at
an employee’s stomPhoto credit: NYPD

ach while the other

1

March 8
GIA New York Career Fair
Javits Center. Employers
recruiting there can find a
wide range of highly
qualified applicants.

stuffed jewelry from a
display tray into a duffel bag. After stealing approximately $50,000 in diamonds
and jewelry, the men fled on foot toward 6th Ave. No one was physically injured
in the robbery. No suspects have yet been apprehended.
Surveillance video captured this image of two suspects in a $50,000 jewelry
heist in Midtown. (NYPD)
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Get

20

$

a month for a whole
year with All Access
Rewards Checking

1. Open an All Access Rewards Checking Account
online or at a branch
2. Link it to a qualifying direct deposit
3. Get $20 deposited monthly into your account
for an entire year

So, what are you going to do with your $20 a month?
Stop by our New York branch and open an account today

71 West 47th Street • 212.764.6755

Valley.com/Rewards

800.522.4100

For new consumer checking customers only. Minimum to open is $100 with no monthly balance requirement. To receive the $20 monthly reward for the first year, the account
must receive a cumulative total of $750 or more in qualifying direct deposits per month. Limit of one cash reward per customer. A qualifying direct deposit is defined as a
recurring electronic payroll direct deposit and/or electronic deposit of pension or government benefit such as Social Security. Transfers from one account to another or deposits
made at a branch or ATM do not qualify. The first cash reward will be credited within 35 days of the monthly qualifying direct deposit and may be IRS reportable. After the first
year or if direct deposit is discontinued, the monthly reward will not be paid and the account will revert to an All Access Checking account. © 2019 Valley National Bank. Member
FDIC. Equal Opportunity Lender. All Rights Reserved. VCS-8371

